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Historical notes

Early on the walk (between ' & ), you pass a well preserved Medieval moat.
There is no sign of the house it enclosed, which was lived in by the Mynors ] p
family. The house materials had probably been reused by Tudor times. It was ,
clearly a substantial property as indicated by the earthworks, fishponds and (8]
watermill remaining to the south east.

Uttoxeter and Hoar Cross. There were few routes south, as the forest was a

greater barrier than the river Dove in Medieval times. All of the lanes through
the Woodlands are ancient routes. A nearby field known as Tinker's Field was x
probably an unofficial meeting place and market for travellers. \

'
At = you join Thorney Lanes, an ancient route and turnpike road joining ‘
1
\

Smallwood Manor is a private school. Its 19th century building was built as a Y

home for ‘newly rich" industrialists. The original Medieval Smallwood Hall can o
be located by a partially preserved moat below St John's Church. Built for the r
richest family in the area, within 200 years it had disappeared. .

St John's church was built in 1859 in the Gothic style, popular in the Victorian " .
era. Sponsored by Mr Webb, owner of Smallwood Manor, in-memory of his

wife. His brother was its first and last incumbent, prior to its inclusion into
Marchington Parish.

Woodroffe's is a magnificently preserved Yeoman's house dating from 1625. It
was left by Thomas Coke in 1648 to the Woodruffe family, his sisters children.

The woods that stretch across the steep, narrow ‘Cliffe’ overlooking
Marchington are the last remnants of the primeval Needwood Forest that
covered vast areas to the south. It was preserved for the Duke of Lancaster and
the King to hunt from Tutbury Castle. Much of it was cleared in 1801 in order
to grow wheat, the price of which was at record levels during the Napoleonic

wars. The remaining woods give an impression of what the whole area would
have looked like.

Dambridge Mill had only a short working life at the beginning of the 19th
century, due to the corn laws. The stream had been dammed, forming a large
mill pond, which has now disappeared.
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